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A photographer’s journey
(https://www.huckmag.com/art-and-
culture/photography-2/outsiders-view-
america/)

wiss photographer PierLuigi Macor (http://www.pierluigimacor.com/indexhibitv070c/) travelled to the

United States in 2011 with an image in mind – one that came from consuming photographs and movies

ever since he was a teenager. Attracted to the countryside and rural landscapes, Macor spent �ve years

traversing Montana, Texas, Colorado, Louisiana, and Michigan to create Bowie, Texas (https://www.editionpatrick-

frey.com/en/books/bowie-texas-pierluigi-macor), a lavish monograph just released by Edition Patrick Frey.

Macor had only one aim in mind: to create photographs that would capture the beautiful sadness of America.

“My inspiration was more the journey as a whole to �nd things and images I haven’t seen before,” he explains.

“As an outsider, it’s easier for me to recognise the beauty of the ordinary things that seem too obvious for

Americans but to me are special.”

Acknowledging that he was “not so much [exploring] the speci�c places where I ended up,” Macor’s lack of

connection to the local landscape he sought to capture worked for him – and against him, as well. “I always no-

tice a lot of scepticism and suspicion when I arrive at a place or try to get in touch with people,” he says.
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There were times that the instinct to doubt turned into trust, such as when Macor met a fellow photographer

on his way to a baseball game with his son, who spontaneously invited him to join them for a meal at a diner.

Other times, distrust loomed large, as sheri�s and locals were quick to pull a weapon on Macor. The photogra-

pher discovered �rsthand what many Americans already know: outsiders and foreigners are not welcome

everywhere in the land of the free.

“I felt the presence of guns and the freedom they convey – but also the fear,” Macor remembers. “Near Bu�alo,

New York, a security guard pointed his gun at me and called the police – when I only wanted to take a picture

near a factory.”
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Despite the challenges, Macor persevered. He was captivated by the people that he encountered who came

from all di�erent walks of life. “Something about their faces would catch my attention and tell me a story with-

out any words. Because my English is not perfect, there was a language barrier. Most of the time, I was able to

overcome it and have beautiful encounters with people,” Macor reveals.

“Someone would cook for me. Another would give me a photograph in return. When people opened up, they

would give a lot very quickly – and it’s these little things I take with me. I am still amazed by the beauty and di-

versity of the country. It still feels like there is so much more to see and to discover. I could just go on and on

and travel and take pictures. To me, there is a sad beauty about everything.”
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PierLuigi Macor’s Bowie, Texas (https://www.editionpatrickfrey.com/en/books/bowie-texas-pierluigi-macor) is avail-

able now from Edition Patrick Frey. 

Follow Miss Rosen on Twitter (https://twitter.com/miss_rosen?lang=en).

Enjoyed this article? Like Huck on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/HUCKmagazine) or follow us

on Twitter (http://twitter.com/huckmagazine).
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